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COVID-19 Strategic 
Preparedness and 
Response Plan

PILLAR 4:  POINTS OF ENTRY, INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT,  
AND MASS GATHERINGS

The WHO Foundation supports the global response to COVID-19 by actively fundraising 
for the World Health Organization and its partners around the world to ensure that every 
country has the technical and operational capacity to overcome this pandemic.
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What is the COVID-19 Strategic 
Preparedness and Response Plan?
The COVID-19 Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP2021) was introduced in 
February 2020 and outlines the public health measures that need to be taken to support 
countries to prepare for and respond to COVID-19.

The WHO’s strategy is aimed at guiding the coordinated action to be taken at the national, 
regional, and global levels to overcome the ongoing challenges in the response to COVID-19,  
to address inequities, and chart the course out of the pandemic. 

A year on, the SPRP2021 builds on what we have learned, and outlines measures to ensure the 
implementation of safe, equitable and effective solutions to end COVID-19. 

SPRP2021 is organized by the following response pillars to help guide the public health  
response to COVID-19. All of the pillars are interlinked and WHO Foundation is committed to 
raise funds for the SPRP2021 as a whole, as a missing link in the response chain would have 
disastrous consequences.

 Pillar 1: ___ Coordination, planning, financing, and monitoring

 Pillar 2: ___ Risk communication, community engagement and infodemic management

 Pillar 3: ___  Surveillance, epidemiological investigation, contact tracing, and adjustment 
of public health and social measures

 Pillar 4: ___ Points of entry, international travel and transport, and mass gatherings

 Pillar 5: ___ Laboratories and diagnostics

 Pillar 6: ___ Infection prevention and control, and protection of the health workforce

 Pillar 7: ___ Case management, clinical operations, and therapeutics

 Pillar 8: ___ Operational support and logistics, and supply chains

 Pillar 9: ___ Maintaining essential health services and systems

 Pillar 10: __ Vaccination
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Global risk mitigation standards are vital to stopping the spread of Covid-19, with benefits 
extending far beyond this pandemic. However, many countries and regions are not prepared 
or empowered to put in place these measures. 

In order to respond effectively to this pandemic, the world needs harmonized guidance in the 
areas of infection prevention and control, surveillance and case management at points of 
entry, and systems to monitor international contact tracing.

WHOF has a particular interest in supporting Ministries of Health with: 

• Rapid testing at points of entry.

• Enhancing the testing capacity of public health laboratories.

• Preventing COVID-19 transmission in health and non-health settings.

The current outbreak of COVID-19 has spread across borders, prompting skyrocketing demand 
for the detection of suspected cases and contacts at the points of entry (PoE) like seaports, 
airports and ground crossings.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, WHO has been working with Governments and global 
partners to scale up passenger screening, early detection and isolation of suspected cases 
and quarantine of contacts.

SCALING UP  
SURVEILLANCE AT POINTS 
OF ENTRY: BANGLADESH 
EXAMPLE
 
In Fall 2020, WHO assisted 
the Government of 
Bangladesh to develop a 
series of Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) on PoE 
activities, such as handling 
ill passengers potentially 
infected with COVID-19, 
procedures for suspected 
COVID-19 cases in the 
aircrafts, and procedures 
for screening passengers at 

the Health Desk at the PoEs, 
among others. 

The SOPs included  
IHR-recommended Health 
Declaration Forms (HDF), 
guidelines for detection of ill 
travelers, health examination 
procedures, reporting 
of alerts like identifying 
suspected cases, isolation 
and quarantine of contacts, 
initial case management and 
referral of suspected cases.

WHO has continued 
to conduct monitoring 
activities at points of entry 

in the country, allowing 
the Government to gather 
real-time information on 
the PoE activities and 
existing capacities for better 
intervention. WHO funded  17 
passenger screening staff to 
enhance data management 
for the surveillance system, 
and distributed over 80,000 
personal protection items 
such as masks, hand 
sanitizer and gloves to 
frontline workers conducting 
assessment activities at POEs.

Pillar 4:
Points of entry, international travel and 
transport, and mass gatherings
Allowing secure interactions
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PREPARING WHO MEMBER STATES AT POINT OF ENTRY
WHO supports Member States to manage, prepare and implement plans at points of entry in 
response to public health risks that do not impose unwarranted restrictions on travel and trade. 
Further, WHO provides technical guidance and training tools to support states in building their 
capacity to fulfill International Health Regulations (IHR) at their borders. 

WHO conducts regular risk assessments using global, regional and national data to evaluate 
and mitigate risk in the context of international travel. Using this data, WHO can develop, 
adjust and implements COVID-19 related public health protocols at points of entry.



WHO Foundation – SPRP2021 – Pillar 4: Points of entry, international travel and transport, and mass gathering 5

$33.6M is urgently  
needed for this pillar  
in the SPRP2021.

WHO, COVID-19 AND MASS GATHERINGS
Mass gathering pose specific public health risks; in the context of COVID-19, this risk is even 
greater. WHO provides planning and operational support for public health preparedness 
to organizers of mass gatherings to make large international events as safe as possible from 
public health risks.

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, WHO has developed guidelines on the hosting of mass 
gatherings, as well as online training courses and other resources for public health and 
government officials when hosting mass gatherings. This support goes beyond protecting 
individuals from the spread of COVID-19, but goes on to strengthen the entire health system by 
developing lessons learnt and building the capacity of public health officials. 

SUPPORT FROM PRIVATE DONORS WOULD ENABLE THE WHO TO: 

• Develop, adjust and implement a Points of Entry Public Health Emergency Plan.

• Equip and train staff in appropriate actions to manage ill passenger(s) and carry out 
cleaning and disinfection; prepare for novel public health approaches at points of entry for 
resumption of international traffic.

• Prepare rapid health assessment and isolation facilities to manage ill passenger(s) and 
identified contacts, and make provisions to safely transport patients or contacts to 
designated health facilities.

• Prepare activities for active case finding at points of entry in coordination with stakeholders, 
including conveyance operators.

• Regularly monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of readiness and response measures at 
points of entry, and adjust plans as appropriate.

• Ensure a regular reporting of COVID-19-related alerts detected at points of entry or  
on-board conveyances to the national health surveillance system.
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