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Greta Thunberg, climate and environment activist, joins World Health Organization’s call 
for vaccine equity 

 
 
• The Greta Thunberg Foundation to donate 100,000 Euros to support vaccine equity  
• Ms. Thunberg urges countries and manufacturers to boost and share COVID-19 vaccine supplies so everyone everywhere can be 
vaccinated 
 
 
19 April 2021: Greta Thunberg, the climate and environment activist, will donate 100,000 Euros (US$ 120,000) via her foundation, to the 
WHO Foundation, in support of COVAX to purchase COVID-19 vaccines, as part of the global effort to ensure equitable access of vaccines 
to the most at-risk in all countries, including health workers, older people and those with underlying conditions. 
 
The donation has been made possible thanks to awards that the Greta Thunberg Foundation has received for her advocacy in support of 
action on climate change. 
 
Ms. Thunberg, who today will join the World Health Organization’s COVID-19 press conference (details below) said: “The international 
community must do more to address the tragedy that is vaccine inequity.  We have the means at our disposal to correct the great 
imbalance that exists around the world today in the fight against COVID-19.  Just as with the climate crisis, we must help those who are 
the most vulnerable first.  That is why I am supporting WHO, Gavi and all involved in the COVAX initiative, which I believe offers the best 
path forward to ensure true vaccine equity and a way out of the pandemic.” 
 
On average, 1 in 4 people in high-income countries have received a coronavirus vaccine, compared with just one in more than 500 in low-
income countries. 
WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus thanked Greta Thunberg for her advocacy in support of vaccine equity and the 
example she has set, through the Greta Thunberg Foundation, for making this life-saving donation to COVAX. 
 
“Greta Thunberg has inspired millions of people worldwide to take action to address the climate crisis, and her strong support of vaccine 
equity to fight the COVID-19 pandemic yet again demonstrates her commitment to making our world a healthier, safer and fairer place for 
all people,” said Dr Tedros. “I urge the global community to follow Greta’s example and do what they can, in support of COVAX, to protect 
the world’s most vulnerable people from this pandemic.” 
 
Anil Soni, chief executive officer of the WHO Foundation, applauded the donation by the Greta Thunberg Foundation as an important 
signal to policymakers that there is widespread support from young people around the world for a global response to this global 
challenge. 
 
“Greta’s gift shows how we, as a global community, must come together to ensure that everyone, everywhere has access to COVID-19 
vaccines.  Each of us can do our part,” said Mr Soni. “The WHO Foundation is committed to working hand in hand with all those who share 
this vision.” 
 
The WHO Foundation is mobilizing resources to support COVAX, in part through a new fundraising campaign being launched at the end of 
April. 
 
ENDS 
 
 
About Greta Thunberg 
 
Greta Thunberg (born 2003) is a climate and environmental activist from Sweden. In 2018, she started a global school strike movement to 
protest against governments’ inaction on the climate crisis.  Since then, millions of young people have demonstrated on the streets and 
online, asking world leaders to listen to the science and take action to protect our future. 
 
The Greta Thunberg Foundation was founded in 2019 and supports projects and groups working towards a just and sustainable world by 
donating award and royalty funds linked to Greta Thunberg’s activism. 
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About the WHO Foundation 
 
The WHO Foundation is an independent grant-making foundation, based in Geneva, that sets out to protect the health and well-being of 
everyone in every part of the world, working alongside the World Health Organization and the global health community. It aims to support 
donors, scientists, experts, implementing partners, and advocates around the world in rapidly finding new and better solutions to the 
most pressing global health challenges of today and tomorrow. 
 
The Foundation targets evidence-based initiatives that support WHO in delivering Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 (To ensure 
healthy lives and promote well-being for all).  It is focused on reducing health risks, averting pandemics, better managing diseases, and 
creating stronger health systems.  It tackles these areas by building awareness and supporting its partners, including WHO, so that every 
life is invested in and the world is ready for any health emergency that may arise. 
 
WHO Foundation. Together we have so much to achieve. 
 
More information: www.who.foundation 
 
About WHO 
 
The World Health Organization provides global leadership in public health within the United Nations system.  Founded in 1948, WHO 
works with 194 Member States, across six regions and from more than 150 offices, to promote health, keep the world safe and serve the 
vulnerable. 
 
For updates on COVID-19 and public health advice to protect yourself from coronavirus, visit www.who.int and follow WHO on Twitter 
Facebook Instagram LinkedIn TikTok PinterestSnapchat and YouTube 
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